
Florida Python Challe nge ® Com pe tition Rule s 

Download a printable PDF of the general competition rules. 

Re g is t ra t ion 

• To take  part in this com pe tition, you m ust register online for 
the  2023 Florida Python Challe nge ® and  pay the  re g istra tion 
fe e . 

• The  re g istra tion fe e  is  $25 and  is  non-re fundab le . 
• Ind ividuals can re g iste r in one  of two com pe tition cate gorie s: 
1. Profe ssional:  Inc lude s curre nt paid  python re m oval 

contrac tors for the  Florida Fish and  Wild life  Conse rvation 
Com m ission (FWC) Python Action Te am  Re m oving  Invasive  
Constric tors (PATRIC) or the  South Florida Wate r Manage m e nt 
Distric t (SFWMD) Python Elim ination Program  (PEP).  

o "Profe ssional” partic ipants m ust follow the ir re spe ctive  
contrac t re quire m e nts whe n partic ipating  in the  
com pe tition as paid  contrac tors. Whe n partic ipating  as 
paid  contrac tors, "Profe ssionals” have  spe c ial acce ss  in 
the  Com pe tition Locations as a llowe d  by the ir contrac ts. 

2. Novice :  Inc lude s anyone  that doe s not fa ll in the  
“Profe ssional” Cate gory (m ost com m on for m e m be rs of the  
pub lic ). 

o Any pe rson who re g iste rs unde r “Novice ” that is  curre ntly 
a  paid  python re m oval contrac tor will be  m ove d  to the  
“Profe ssional” cate gory. 

• Additional Unite d  State s of Am e rica Military Re cognition: 
Active  Duty Military Pe rsonne l and  Ve te rans m ay be  e lig ib le  
for add itional p rize s. 

• Florida Python Challe nge ® partic ipants m ay only win one  p rize . 
If an ind ividual is  e lig ib le  for m ore  than one  p rize , the y will be  
awarde d  the  p rize  of the  highe st value  and  the  ne xt qualifying  
partic ipant in p lace  for that cate gory will be  awarde d  the  
re m aining  p rize .  

https://flpythonchallenge.org/media/1269/rules-pdf.pdf
https://flpythonchallenge.org/participate/competition/registration/


NOTE: Fish & Wild life  Foundation of Florida (FWFF), FWC, SFWMD 
and  National Park Se rvice  (NPS) e m ploye e s m ay re g iste r and  
partic ipate  in the  Florida Python Challe nge ® but shall not be  e lig ib le  
for any p rize s. Sim ilarly, Unive rsity of Florida (UF) staff colle c ting  
offic ia l data  as part of this e ve nt are  ine lig ib le  for p rize s. 

• Youth unde r age  18 m ust have  the ir pare nt or le gal guard ian 
com ple te  the ir re g istra tion. Youth m ust a lso be  accom panie d  
by a  re g iste re d  adult while  partic ipating  in the  
com pe tition. Pare nts acce p t a ll liab ility for the ir child re n’s 
partic ipation. 

• Upon com ple tion of the  Required Online Training, a ll 
partic ipants m ust ag re e  to a  waive r of liab ility for the m se lve s 
and  any youth accom panying  the m . 

• Once  re g iste re d  for the  Florida Python Challe nge ®, you will 
re ce ive  an e m ail notification confirm ing  your re g istra tion was 
com ple te d  succe ssfully. This email notification, whether hard 
copy or electronic, must be carried with you while 
participating. If you do not re ce ive  this confirm ation, p le ase  
e m ail PythonChallenge@MyFWC.com. 

• Re gistrants m ust not have  had  any p rior convic tions for fish or 
wild life  violations or anim al c rue lty, inc lud ing  violations of 
Title  68, Florida Adm inistra tive  Code , or Chap te rs 379 or 828, 
Florida Statute s. 

NOTE: If you have  be e n involuntarily te rm inate d  as a  python 
re m oval contrac tor or volunte e r authorize d  age nt for any re ason 
othe r than not m e e ting  m inim um  hour or catch re quire m e nts or 
fa ilure  to follow data  subm ission polic ie s or p roce dure s, you are  
ine lig ib le  to re g is te r for and  partic ipate  in the  Florida Python 
Challe nge ® and  shall not be  e lig ib le  for any p rize s. 

• Be fore  re g iste ring  for the  Florida Python Challe nge ® you m ust 
take  the  Required Online Training. Ple ase  re se rve  about 30  
m inute s to com ple te  this le arning  m odule . You m ay take  the  
tra ining  as m any tim e s as you like . You m ust com ple te  the  
tra ining  and  pass the  quiz a t the  e nd  by scoring  at le ast 85% to 

https://flpythonchallenge.org/participate/required-online-training/
mailto:PythonChallenge@MyFWC.com
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re g iste r for the  Florida Python Challe nge ®. Participants will 
need the completion code from their training certificate to 
complete registration. 

• During  re g istra tion, Florida Python Challe nge ® partic ipants 
m ust ag re e  to a  s ta te m e nt that a ll the ir python subm issions 
and  corre spond ing  datashe e ts will be  true  and  accurate . Any 
occurre nce s of fraud  m ay re sult in c rim inal p rose cution. 

• Re gistration pa id  to the  FWFF is non-re fundab le . Re g istra tion 
funds will support this e ve nt and  future  nonnative  spe c ie s 
re m oval ac tivitie s . 

Com p e t it ion Loca t ions  

Re giste re d  partic ipants m ay re m ove  Burm e se  pythons from  only 
the  following  com pe tition locations and  m ust ab ide  by all othe r 
spe c ific  are a re gulations: 

• Big Cypress Wildlife Management Area (WMA) 
• Everglades and Francis S. Taylor WMA 
• Frog Pond Public Small Game Hunting Area 
• Holey Land WMA 
• Rocky Glades Public Small Game Hunting Area 
• Rotenberger WMA 
• Southern Glades WEA 

Check Station Locations and Hours 

Area Maps 

Colle c t ing  Burm e se  Pythons 

• The  Florida Python Challe nge ® python re m oval com pe tition 
occurs from  12:01 a .m . Friday, August 4, 2023 to 5:00  p .m . 
Sunday, August 13, 2023. 

• You m ust carry a  copy of your Florida Python 
Challe nge ® re g istra tion notification e m ail in your posse ssion, 
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e ithe r pape r or e le c tronic , whe n partic ipating  in the  
com pe tition.  

• Youth unde r the  age  of 18 m ust have  the ir pare nt or le gal 
guard ian com ple te  the ir re g istra tion. Youth m ust a lso be  
accom panie d  by a  re g iste re d  adult while  partic ipating  in the  
com pe tition. Pare nts acce p t a ll liab ility for the ir child re n’s 
partic ipation. 

• Only Burm e se  pythons re m ove d  from  the  competition 
locations during  the  Florida Python Challe nge ® are  valid  
e ntrie s for the  com pe tition. 

• Re giste re d  partic ipants are  re sponsib le  for re vie wing  and  
following  all com pe tition rule s. 

• The use of firearms to take pythons is prohibited during this 
competition. 

• Air guns and captive bolts may be used to humanely kill 
pythons at any time of day or night. Air guns m ay not be  use d  
to for the  take  of any native  wild life  a t night. 

• Taking  pythons with an air gun on, from , or across le ve e s or 
the  right-of-way of roads is  p rohib ite d . 

• The  use  of a  gun and  light a t night is  p rohib ite d . Artific ia l light, 
such as flashlights, m ay be  use d  at night to a id  in locating  and  
cap turing  pythons. 

• Pythons cap ture d  by Novice s m ust be  humanely 
killed im m e d iate ly at the  site  of cap ture . Novice participants 
may not transport live pythons at any time. 

• Python carcasse s m ust be  ke p t chille d  or froze n, and  turne d  
in a t the  ne are st acce ssib le  Florida Python Challenge® check 
station within 24 hours of cap ture .  

• Check stations are  ope n daily be g inning  Friday August 4, 2023 
from  4:00  p .m . until 7:00  p .m .  On the  last day of the  
com pe tition Sunday, August 13, 2023, the  che ck sta tions will 
be  ope n from  2:00  p .m . until 5:00  p .m .  

• Partic ipants m ust adhe re  to 2023 Com pe tition Location road  
c losure s within Big  Cypre ss WMA which inc lude  c losure  of 
Birdon Road  from  US HWY 41(25.901547, -81.310739) to 
lowe r Wagon Whe e l Road  (25.965198, -81.311478) and  
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inc lude s Pine  Oak Road  (25.927962, -81.310813). Bass Lake  
Road  (25.901234, -81.294523) will a lso be  c lose d  for the  
com pe tition. Partic ipants m ay not acce ss the se  road s by 
ve hic le  or on foot to hunt for pythons. 

• Re se arch age ncie s are  m anag ing  a  te am  of Burmese pythons 
that are implanted with radio transmitters to le arn about the ir 
re p roduction, m ove m e nt, and  hab ita t use . The se  “scout 
snakes” are  locate d  throughout Big Cypress National Preserve 
and the eastern portion of Everglades and Francis S. Taylor 
WMA. Do not harm or remove these snakes. If you cap ture  a  
scout snake , take a picture of the external orange tag (near 
the head or tail) with the identification number and release 
the animal alive at the site of capture. Subm it the  photograph 
of the  tag  num be r with cap ture  location (GPS) and  date  
to bicy_python@nps.gov or smith@ufl.edu within 24 hours of 
cap ture  to re ce ive  cre d it for the  cap ture . Partic ipants do not 
ne e d  to m e asure  the  scout snake ; the  re se arch age ncie s will 
p rovide  the  known le ng ths of any cap ture d  scout snake s. 

• Novice s m ust adhe re  to ORV re quire m e nts that app ly to the  
ge ne ral pub lic . Those  re quire m e nts can be  found  a t Off-Road 
Vehicle Use - Big Cypress National Preserve (U.S. National Park 
Service) (nps.gov). Partic ipants re g iste re d  as Profe ssionals 
m ust adhe re  to the  re quire m e nts in the  NPS te rm s and  
cond itions for python re m oval contrac tors for the  FWC 
PATRIC or SFWMD PEP program s. 

• Re m oving  pythons from  rights-of-way is sub je c t to the  rule s 
of the  specific areas in which the y are  locate d . 

• Drone s/  Unm anne d  Aircraft Syste m s (UAS) are  conside re d  
aircraft unde r sta te  and  fe de ral law and  are  sub je c t to fe de ral 
(https://www.faa.gov/uas) and  sta te  (330 .41, 330 .411, 934.50 , 
F.S.) re gulations, inc lud ing  air space  re stric tions.  The re  are  
a lso add itional local d rone  rule s in spe c ific  locations. Drone s 
are  spe c ifically p rohib ite d  in Big  Cypre ss WMA/  Big  Cypre ss 
National Pre se rve  
(https://www.nps.gov/subjects/sound/uas.htm) and  
all SFWMD properties (40C-9.320 , F.A.C.). In locations whe re  
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drone s are  a llowe d  to be  use d , the y m ay not be  use d  to take , 
a tte m pt to take , he rd , or d rive  any gam e  anim als or c rows. 
Florida Python Challe nge ® re g istrants m ay not use  d rone s to 
take  any nonnative  spe c ie s during  the  Challe nge . 

• Com m e rcial re cre ational ac tivitie s, such as but not lim ite d  to 
a irboat ride s, guide  se rvice s, or othe r tourist se rvice s are  
p rohib ite d  in Conse rvation Are a 3A South (south of I-75 and  
we st of the  Miam i Canal) in Eve rg lade s and  Francis S. Taylor 
WMA, unle ss authorize d  by the  Miccosuke e  Tribe , which has 
the  e xclusive  right to p rovide  such se rvice s in the  le ase d  are a. 

• Com m e rcial film ing  in Big  Cypre ss  WMA m ay re quire  a  pe rm it 
from  NPS in advance  of conducting  the se  ac tivitie s. For m ore  
inform ation 
visit https://www.nps.gov/bicy/planyourvisit/filmingandphot
ograpy-permits.htm. 

• Com m e rcial ac tivitie s in Big  Cypre ss WMA, inc lud ing  tours 
and  guide  se rvice s, re quire  a  Com m e rcial Use  Authorization 
from  NPS in advance  of conducting  the se  ac tivitie s. For m ore  
inform ation 
visit https://www.nps.gov/bicy/learn/management/commerc
ial-visitor-services.htm. 

• Com m e rcial ac tivitie s are  p rohib ite d  on SFWMD lands. The se  
inc lude , but are  not lim ite d  to, a irboat ride s, guide  se rvice s, 
and  m e d ia p roductions. For m e d ia  authorization on SFWMD 
lands, contac t Randy Sm ith (rrsmith@sfwmd.gov). 

• Parking  or d riving  airboats or othe r ve hic le s on tre e  islands or 
the  surround ing  fringe  ve ge tation is  p rohib ite d . Cutting , 
dam aging  or re m oving  any natural, m anm ade  or cultural 
re source s is  a lso p rohib ite d , inc lud ing  cutting  down 
ve ge tation on tre e  islands. Do not re m ove  anything  from  the  
Florida Python Challe nge ® com pe tition locations othe r than 
Burm e se  pythons or othe r nonnative  re p tile s as authorize d  
by Executive Order 20-17. 

• Partic ipants will be  d isqualifie d  if the y kill a  native  snake  or 
dam age , de stroy, or re m ove  e ggs of a  native  spe c ie s. 

https://www.nps.gov/bicy/planyourvisit/filmingandphotograpy-permits.htm
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• Road-kille d  Burm e se  pythons are  not counte d  towards the  
com pe tition, but the  FWC would  like  to re ce ive  re ports of any 
pythons obse rve d . Ple ase  p rovide  the  roadkill data  
to IveGot1.org. 

• Snake  hooks, snake  tongs, snake  bags, noose  pole s and  long-
hand le d  non-m otorize d  tools m ay be  use d  to cap ture  
Burm e se  pythons by hand . 

• Use  of traps, bait, e xp losive s, che m icals, sm oke  and  
m otorize d  tools to cap ture  pythons is  p rohib ite d . 

• Florida sta te  sta tute s re quire  that harve ste d  pythons m ust 
be  killed humanely. For m ore  inform ation, p le ase  re fe r 
to 828.12 (F.S.), which p rohib its  inhum ane  tre atm e nt of 
anim als. 

• All partic ipants are  re quire d  to follow the  Florida Python 
Challe nge ® p rotocol for humane methods for killing 
pythons found  in the  Required Online Training. 

Sub m it t ing  Burm e se  Pythons 

• Pythons cap ture d  by Novice s m ust be  humanely 
killed im m e d iate ly at the  site  of cap ture . Novice participants 
may not transport live pythons at any time. 

• Python carcasse s m ust be  ke p t chille d  or froze n, and  turne d  
in a t the  ne are st acce ssib le  Florida Python Challenge® check 
station within 24 hours of cap ture . 

• Python carcasse s should  be  in no m ore  than two p ie ce s (e .g ., 
the  he ad  re m ove d  from  the  body). The  he ad  of the  python 
m ust be  inc lude d  as part of an offic ia l subm ission. 

• A datasheet m ust be  com ple te d  and  subm itte d  with e ach 
Burm e se  python upon subm ission to the  che ck sta tion. 
Burm e se  pythons subm itte d  without the  com ple te d  
datashe e t will not be  inc lude d  in the  com pe tition. Datashe e ts 
m ust be  p rinte d  by the  partic ipant and  fille d  out in the  fie ld  
with appropriate  location data . Partic ipants m ust re cord  the  
location whe re  the  cap ture  occurre d  and  e nte r it on the  
datashe e t p rior to subm ission. 
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• Partic ipants in the  Florida Python Challe nge ® are  e ncourage d  
to voluntarily subm it datashe e ts for pythons that we re  
obse rve d  but not cap ture d . 

• Offic ial m e asure m e nts on all Florida Python 
Challe nge ® pythons will be  conducte d  by UF. All pythons 
subm itte d  will be  he ld  by UF until the  e nd  of the  
com pe tition. Partic ipants who wish to ke e p  the  skin of a  
cap ture d  Burm e se  python should  ind icate  this p re fe re nce  by 
che cking  the  box for carcass re turn on the  datasheet. Afte r the  
python is  m e asure d  for offic ia l e ntry into the  Florida Python 
Challe nge ® and  the  e ntry window has e nde d , partic ipants will 
be  notifie d  to p ick up  the  Burm e se  python carcass from  the  
UF Fort Laude rdale  Re se arch and  Education Ce nte r in Davie . 

Prize  De te rm ina t ion 

• All p rize  de te rm inations will be  conducte d  by the  FWFF in 
coord ination with the  FWC and  SFWMD, at the ir sole  
d iscre tion. All p rize s will be  p rovide d  by the  FWFF. 

• Staff m e m be rs of the  FWC, SFWMD, NPS, FWFF, or UF staff 
colle c ting  offic ia l data  as part of this e ve nt are  ine lig ib le  for 
p rize s. 

• Burm e se  pythons subm itte d  after 5:00  p .m . on Sunday, 
August 13, 2023 shall not be  conside re d  for p rize s. 

• All Burm e se  pythons will be  ve rifie d , m e asure d  and  we ighe d  
using  a  standard ize d  p rotocol. The se  data  will be  use d  to 
de te rm ine  com pe tition winne rs, and  all de c isions will be  
finalize d  be fore  the  Florida Python Challe nge ® Awards 
Ce re m ony. 

• To be  e lig ib le  for the  longe st Burm e se  python p rize , pythons 
should  be  in no m ore  than two p ie ce s (e .g ., the  he ad  re m ove d  
from  the  body). The  he ad  of the  python m ust be  inc lude d  as 
part of an offic ia l subm ission. 

• In the  e ve nt of a  tie  for the  m ost pythons, the  award  will be  
g ive n to the  partic ipant with the  longe st total le ng th of a ll 
pythons cap ture d  by that partic ipant. In the  e ve nt of a  tie  in 
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the  cate gory for longe st python, the  award  will be  g ive n to the  
partic ipant with the  python that is  the  longe st and  we ighs the  
m ost. 

• Partic ipants that win m one tary p rize s will ne e d  to fill out and  
subm it an IRS Form  W-9 (Re que st for Taxpaye r Ide ntification 
Num be r and  Ce rtification) p rior to re ce iving  the ir winnings. 
Mone tary winne rs will re ce ive  a  W-9 form  by e m ail and  will 
have  30  days to re turn the  com ple te d  form  to the  FWFF. 

• Monetary winners that do not submit a completed W-9 form 
within 30 days of receipt will forfeit their prize. 

Disq ua lifica t ions  

• You will be disqualified from  the  com pe tition and  ine lig ib le  to 
win any p rize s if you: 

1. Subm it fa lse  inform ation on your re g istra tion. 
2. Subm it a  python that has be e n colle c te d  outside  of the  

com pe tition locations or date s of the  com pe tition. 
3. Colle c t and / or subm it a  native  Florida snake . 
4. Are  found  to have  dam age d , de stroye d  or re m ove d  

e ggs of a  native  spe c ie s. 
5. Subm it a  python orig inally posse sse d  as a  pe t. 
6 . Subm it a  python orig inally posse sse d  for com m e rcial 

use  or e xhib ition. 
7. Are  found  to have  inhum ane ly kille d  a  snake . 
8. Are  found  to have  ke p t any live  snake . 
9. Post inhum ane  photos or vide os or othe rwise  

inappropriate  vid e os or photos re la te d  to the  Florida 
Python Challe nge ® on social m e d ia  or trad itional m e d ia  
outle ts. 

10 . Are  found  to have  use d  live  pythons for any type  of 
pub lic  or p rivate  e xhib ition without appropriate  pe rm it(s). 

Any partic ipant or pe rson who has violate d  or violate s any rule s of 
the  Florida Fish and  Wild life  Conse rvation Com m ission, South 
Florida Wate r Manage m e nt Distric t, National Park Se rvice , the  
Florida Adm inistra tive  Code  (F.A.C.), or Florida State  Statute s (F.S.), 



shall be  sub je c t to d isqualification from  the  Florida Python 
Challe nge ® as we ll as be  charge d  accord ing ly for said  violation. 
Pe rsons d isqualifie d  from  the  conte st will not re ce ive  a  re fund  of 
the ir e ntry fe e . 
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